
 

 

 

 

 
 

   Another successful year for Canterbury Players! 
 
We started the year with our April production, ‘Murder Weapon.’ This was a thriller 
written by the man behind The Professionals, Brian Clemens. As the director of this 
production, I was pleased to be able to work with a solid script by a master of the thriller 
genre, and had a great cast to bring the complex story to life. I tried to do a few things a 
bit differently with the sound and lighting which I think helped create the requisite 
atmosphere. 
 
In the summer we had great fun with ‘The Vicar of Dibley.’ We presented the stage play, 
written using scenes from a handful of episodes. We were really pleased to be able to 
support Comic Relief through the donation of royalties. The production was directed by 
Aidan Kielty – the first time he has directed for us, having appeared on our stage a 
number of times. It was well received by sold out audiences for four nights in July. 
  
Our last production of 2018 was ‘There Goes the Bride’ directed by Ann Robinson from a 
script by John Chapman and Ray Cooney. Cooney is the king of the farce and I know the 
cast had a great time bringing the script to the stage. We continued to work with a 
number of new members in this production, which is always gratifying. 
  
Beyond the three productions we’ve continued our successful play readings and 
commenced a walking group. More details of future events can be found elsewhere in this 
newsletter and via email notifications. 
  
I’d like to record my thanks to everyone involved in any way with the running of the 
society. Behind all the actors is a large team of people on the committee, and people 
working behind the scenes and “front of house”, without whose help we couldn’t do 
what we do. We’re always looking for people to help in any way, so if you’re interested 
please do let us know.                                      
 
Gareth Bevan 
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 A review by Julia Taylor who writes for the Messenger 
 

THERE Goes the Bride is a typical Ray Cooney Farce except, this time, he has a co-writer, 

the equally funny John Chapman. 
 

Ann Robinson directed. It’s the latest production by the Canterbury Players and is about 
the confusion caused after the bride’s father behaves strangely after bumping his head on 

her wedding morning. 
 

His role is played by Colin Baker. It is a challenge which he rises to with great humour. 

He thinks nothing of singing and dancing, on stage with a woman his family cannot see. 
He clearly illustrates the sudden personality changes undergone by his character, 

Timothy Westerby. He soon reaches the verge of madness which allows his charismatic 

personality to let rip. Soon we find we have a full blown farce on our hands!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This is after Polly appears. I won’t say who she is, only that things become side ticklingly 

funny in her presence. She is played to good effect by Debbie Dickerson.  The result is a 

wedding in chaos. We have a distraught bride (Laura Featherston) and equally distraught 
bride’s mother (Diane Cornes) both trying to appear as though all is normal in front of the 

bridegroom’s father (Garry Jones), a confused Australian, who thinks he is in a 

madhouse. 
Another equally bewildered person is Arthur Hulse as Bill Shorter, Timothy’s business 

partner. He cannot believe what is happening and it all shows in his facial expressions. 
The cast display impressive teamwork and precise timing in keeping up a frenetic pace. 

Star rating **** 

Our most recent production was a great success!  
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          A kind message from one of our members, who joined earlier this year……. 

                                              

 

Directed by Ann Robinson, ‘Kindly Keep it Covered’ was well received at the end of   
2017, just after our last Newsletter. Another fast moving farce, brilliantly done! 

 
 

 

 



 Murder Weapon has you on the edge of your seats 
  by Julia Taylor 

 

 
Charlie Roberts as Charlie Mirren, Caroline Mears as Chief Constable Jessica Bligh and John 
Keggen as Inspector Fremont 

Murder Weapon is about what happens when Diane (April Johnson) returns home from a 
concert with her friend, Chief Constable Jessica Bligh (an excellent Caroline Mears) to 
discover her husband dead and an ex-convict standing over him with a gun. It would 
appear to be an open and shut case but the chief constable, determined to get at the facts, 
starts to investigate immediately. 

In an exceptional performance, Charlie Roberts gives the ex-con, Charley Mirren, just 
released after being arrested for killing his wife and kids, an evil air.His Charley is not the 
brightest cookie in the jar. He has a disturbed disposition and his nervous ticks are 
disconcerting. If anyone looks like a murderer, he does. 

There is much banter between the chief constable and her side-kick, Inspector Fremont 
(John Keggan) as they seek the truth using flashbacks. Flashbacks are not easy for 
amateur societies to do but the Canterbury Players illustrate clearly to the audience, what 
is happening, when and to whom.Their diction is clear and they get the pace slow enough 
for the audience to work out what is happening in this complicated plot.They wind a 
fascinating detective trail and discover all is not what it seems. 

It’s a play that has you on the edge of your seat and the ending is definitely unexpected. 
Star rating: * * * *.  
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   Behind the scenes ….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are always looking for new members and at the moment we are hoping to find more 
backstage help, particularly a prompt and a props person. Do you know anyone who may be 
interested? It’s very rewarding and fun being part of the team! The stage has reached the 
point where we need to completely strip off the wallpaper and tape between the joins. We 
will be having a working party in January to do this. We always have fun with plenty of 
banter, tea and cakes! The dates will be sent in early January - please come along and join in. 
If you are interested in stage work please contact Rex. 

 



 

Our summer social at Urmston Sports Club 

             

 

It was with great trepidation that the committee chose Vicar Of Dibley for our summer 
production this year. As you may recall we presented a snippet at our 65th anniversary 
party. Could we do it justice again? Well it seems that with the support of the writers of 
the show and Tiger Productions we did. Along with donating a whopping £500 to Comic 
Relief. We prayed for good ticket sales and we were blessed to sell out every night. 

Chris Perry was eager to take on the main role and what a splendid job she did of 
becoming the very Reverend Geraldine Granger. Caroline and Colin Ludden immersed 
themselves in the dizzy world of Alice and Hugo! Great wedding dress Alice! No acting 
required according to Caroline, but I’m sure you’ll all agree that they put some welly into 
that kiss! 

Rex was a perfectly vulgar Owen, a role that he seems to have become rather fond of. We 
can’t stop him doing it! Let’s hope he’ll give Owen up as a New Years Resolution. 
Relative newcomer John transformed himself into David, his comedy timing is 
impressive. He did such a good job with the Dibley Parish committee that we’ve already 
promoted him to the Canterbury Players committee. Gareth, Ann, Aoife and Bill also did 
a fantastic job in their roles as Jim, Letitia Crowley, random woman and Frank. The cast 
and crew had a great laugh during rehearsals with Aiden directing them skilfully and as 
always worked their magic as a team. Bill provided the sound and lighting to great effect. 
The event was a resounding success, making a profit for the Society. 

In the spirit of VOD I’d like to end with a prayer: 
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Thank you for the food we ate. 

And to Judy our PC for being great. 

Everybody had a laugh,  

We just pray Owen would have a bath. 

Alice was the perfect bride,  

Hugo looked at her with pride. 

The mix up’s sorted and we’re jolly glad.  

It’s been confirmed David’s NOT her Dad. 

Amen. 

 April Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This year’s NODA nominations ….. well done to all! 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             There is a reception, gala dinner, awards ceremony and disco at  

                               The Principal Hotel, Oxford Road, Manchester. 
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                 If you would like to attend, a group booking will be made and    

                        information will be sent to members during December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Last January several of our members went to the Gala and had a wonderful  time! 



2019 is our 70th Season! 

This coming season will be very special for Canterbury Players. It will be our 70th Season! 
Now based in Flixton, the society originated in neighbouring Davyhulme in 1949 and is 
affiliated to Trafford Arts Association and the National Operatic And Drama Association. 

We started out as a parent-teacher group, presenting plays on stage in the hall at 
Canterbury Road Junior School in Davyhulme, and occasionally at other locations in the 
area for other events such as play readings. Some of our current members have family 
connections dating back to those early days. The Society has gone from strength to 
strength and  in recent years has cemented our partnership with Brook Road Methodist 
Church. We have established our wildly popular summer events at Urmston sports Club 
and have  made  donations to both national and local charities along the way. We couldn’t 
achieve what we do without the support of our wonderfully creative and talented 
members. Thank you! 

During this 70th season we’d like to try to break the record of the most tickets sold for a 
Canterbury Players production! We believe that the highest so far has been 324 for 
‘Strictly Murder’ in 2011. Will you help us to make a new record?! Please like and share 
our Facebook posts and encourage family and friends to attend our plays during 2019.  

We’ve got a great season of events planned for 2019 to celebrate our 70 years. We thought 
it would be nice to reflect on our past successes so we’ve been rummaging around in the 
archives to find some plays from our earlier years. 

Spring 2019 - Julie Broadbent (Peggy from our presentation of Hi de Hi and the director of 
Urmston Musical Society’s successful, ‘Café Rene’) will be directing ‘House Guest,‘ an 
excellent mystery/thriller by Francis Durbridge. The play will be from 8th to 11th May 2019 
and auditions will be held in early January. There are four females and four males – ages 
stated are ‘young to middle aged’ but these are adaptable! Scripts are available from Judy. 
Please email houseguest@canterburyplayers.net if you are interested in a part. We last 
presented this drama in March 1997 and it was the society’s 111th play! Do let us know if 
you saw it the first time we performed it!  

Summer 2019 We will be presenting two of the hilarious Elizabethan episodes of 
Blackadder at Urmston Sports Club, from July 24th to 27th. ‘Bells’ and ‘Head’ will be 
directed by Rex Mears, assisted by Colin Baker and to facilitate costume sourcing, 
auditions will be held in January 2019. Please email rex.mears2@virginmedia.com to 
register your interest. 

Autumn 2019 Ann Robinson will be directing A Letter from the General by Maurice 
McLoughlin. This play was first presented at the Edinburgh Festival in 1961 and it was 
our 32nd play. This is a powerful and poignant play with tensions and emotions, not to be 
missed. Keep an eye on our website, local advertising and our Facebook page - don’t 
forget to like and share!                                                                                                                      

April Johnson 
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Our new walking group, "Canterbury Trails" had its first outing last month in Tatton 
Park. Surprisingly, a group of nine members managed to meet, at roughly the correct time 
and even more surprisingly in the correct place! Disappointingly, our survival expert, Bill 
Palmer couldn't make it, as he was an exhibit at a vintage machinery fair. This meant that 
Rex had to take responsibility for checking everyone's all weather gear. Heather was 
sporting the latest fashion in plastic plimsolls and no one was wearing a ‘Palmer all 
weather tee shirt’, so Rex took the brave decision to pass everyone as suitably attired.  

We managed 5.5 miles at a sedate pace, dictated by our puppy mountain rescue dog, 
Alfie, who had a particular interest in anything smelly. Charlie regaled us with a barrage 
of jokes (well that's what he said they were) and Laura (the brains of the operation) 
explained how to recognise a sociopath.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We stopped at The Stables restaurant half way round and replaced our depleted calories 
with chocolate cake and a nice cup of tea. We then continued the walk and ended up at 
the pub in Knutsford, despite April’s attempt to sabotage the walk, by suggesting an 
alternative route - which Rex dealt with manfully by doing as he was told! It was a jolly 
day with lots of good banter and laughs!  

Our next walk will be on Sunday January the 13th.  We will be doing a 5.25 mile walk, 
which includes parts of Chester City wall, woodland, meadows and a stretch along the 
River Dee. It is all easy going, although it can be muddy in parts.  I will provide details 
of where and when to meet nearer the time. Anyone interested should contact me direct 
Rex.Mears2 @virginmedia.com. Do come along! 
Rex Mears 
 

     Our new walking group enjoys first outing. 
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This is a great way to initiate yourself into our society! Caroline and Rex have been 
organising play readings at the Bird I’th Hand in Flixton. We’ve read a variety of plays 
including Fawlty Towers, Watch it Sailor! Hi de Hi and others. We often order pizzas, 
which are made to order on the premises and of course a few drinks make the evening 
even more enjoyable! We have had a good number of members arrive and they have 
brought friends who have since joined the society. 

                     

Recently we enjoyed a particularly quirky play reading of ‘Allo ‘Allo! It was decided that 
we should cast the parts simply by taking names out of a hat. Girls and  boys were either 
girls or boys. It was an egalitarian system which was quite challenging. Bill & Garry 
however both rose to this challenge and created their own versions of Edith & Yvette 
respectively. A good time was had by all!         

Caroline Mears 

                                       

                               One of our first play readings at Urmston Sports Club 

 Play Readings at the Bird I’th Hand are great fun! 
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     An invite from BBC Watchdog 

Two of our members, April Johnson and Rex Mears took up an invitation to join the live 
audience in the final episode of the current season of BBC Watchdog.  

On arrival at Media City Studio 10 we were thoroughly searched, by a team of highly 
trained teenagers, who reassured us frequently that everything was "like fantastic".  

We were then escorted to a safe room to be interrogated and vetted for signs of insanity 
and instability. After a long debate it was decided that Rex would be OK and April was 
selected as having potential to play a major part. 

Things got a bit tense when Rex requested directions to the nearest WC and was told he 
would be escorted with the rest of the group later. Luckily, they took us there before the 
full metamorphosis into Basil Fawlty was completed! 

Finally, we were taken along the corridors and past various studios to the set and were 
rearranged. April found herself on the front row and was given a prompt card to read 
out.  Rex was hidden behind a Christmas tree! As can be seen in the picture, April looked 
suitably intelligent and Rex managed to sneak out from his hiding place behind the tree! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April was a real star, so don't be surprised to see her on the box again! Rex has sent a 
letter of apology and a new Christmas tree to the BBC! 

It was an interesting experience, particularly how they dovetailed the recorded bits in 
with the live sections. There were lots of small sets and the presenters and filming crew 
flitted between them.  

If you have the opportunity, it's worth going along for the experience. Hopefully, we 
haven’t put the BBC off asking the society for volunteers again! 
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           Dates for your diary 

 

KNUTSFORD LITTLE THEATRE  
April Johnson can be seen treading the boards in Cinderella on various dates in January 
 
THE GARRICK PLAYHOUSE, ALTRINCHAM  
Chris Perry is in “A Murder has been Arranged” by Emlyn Williams - Jan 21st to 26th 2019 
 
CANTERBURY PLAYERS  
“House Guest” by Francis Durbridge - May 8st to 11th 2019 
 
 

H.A.T.S. THEATRE GROUP 
“Run for Your Wife” by Ray Cooney - 2nd,4th, 5th 6th April 2019    
 
 
ALTRINCHAM LITTLE THEATRE 
“Dial M for Murder” by Frederick Knott - 20th to 26th   January 2019                                  
 
                                                                                    
                         

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                
 
                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                
                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                    HAPPY NEW YEAR 
                                                 to everyone in Canterbury Players! 
 
 
 
                                        
                                             Newsletter compiled and designed by Judy Coates  
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